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SUBJECT: CHARGES OF US COMPLICITY IN ISRAELI RAID ON LEBANON 

REF: A. STATE 068250 

B. KUWAIT 1189 

C. KUWAIT 1213 

SUMMARY: FONMIN ACCEPTS US ASSURANCES THAT USG NOT INVOLVED IN 
ANY WAY WITH BEIRUT RAIDS AND IS DOING WHAT HE CAN TO COOL 
DOWN LOCAL PRESS. HE PARTICUARLY CONCERNED HOWEVER ABOUT UNSC 
MEETING ON BEIRUT RAIDS AND BELIEVES A US VETO ON FINAL RESOLUTION 
WILL BRING ABOUT YET ANOTHER DANGEROUS SETBACK TO THE US POSITION 
IN ARAB WORLD. END SUMMARY. 

SECRET 



SECRET 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



PAGE 02 KUWAIT 01280 191016 Z 

1. IN CALL ON FONMIN SABAH APRIL 18 I RAISED SUBJECT OF 
BROADCASTS AND ARTICLES CHARGING US COMPLICITY IN ISRAELI 
RAIDS ON LEBANON. I SAID WAS GLAD NOTE THESE CHARGES HAD 
NOT BEEN TAKEN UP BY KUWAIT RADIO, BUT LOCAL PRESS OBVIOUSLY 
GOINGOUT OF ITS WAY STIR UP FEELINGS OF POPULACE AGAINST 
AMERICANS. PRESS CLEARLY NOT CONCERNED ABOUT THE TRUTH AND 
THEIR DANGEROUS AND OUTRAGEOUSACCUSATIONS, IF CONTINUED 
WOULD HAVE SERIOUSLY ADVERSE EFFECT ON RELATIONS BETWEEN US AND 
KUWAIT. I SAID WAS SURE NEITHER SIDE WOULD WANT THAT TO HAPPEN. 

2. FONMIN REPLIED KUWAIT GOVERNMENT RADIO WAS RESPONSIBLE 
INSTITUTION AND WOULD NOT DELIBERATELY REPEAT FALSE AND 
SCURRILOUS REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE. AS FOR LOCAL PRESS. IT WAS 
FREE TO PRINT WHAT IT LIKED. NEVERTHELESS FONMIN ADDED HE 

HAD TACKLED LOCAL PRESS ON SUBJECT AND HAD CAUTIONED THEM SHOW 
SOME SENSE AND REASON. FONMIN SAID HE ACCEPTED BOTH THAT 
ACCUSATIONS WERE PATENTLY FALSE AND THAT REPETITION OF THEM 
WAS BAD FOR ARABS AS WELL AS US. 

3. FONMIN THEN TURNED TO UNSC MEETING ON BEIRUT RAID AND SAID 
HE BELIEVED IT EXTREMELY IMPORTANT NOT ALL TO US- LEBANESE 
RELATIONS BUT TO US POSITION WITH ALL OTHER ARAB THAT USG NOT 
RPT NOT EXERCISE VETO ON FINAL RESOLUTION. WITH ARAB OPINION 

SO INFLAMED BY SIZE AND SAVAGERY OF ISRAELI RAID, ARABS AS WHOLE 
SIMPLY WOULD NEVER UNDERSTAND US VETO. I SAID I SHARED HIS HOPE 
A RESOLUTION COULD BE WORKED OUT THAT USG WOULD NOT HAVE TO VETO, 
I. E. ONE HAVING BALANCED IN SENSE OF CONDEMNING " CYCLE OF 
VIOLENCE" IN MIDEAST SPECIFICALLY CONDEMNING ACTS OF 
VIOLATION OF SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRORISM CARRIED OUT BY BOTH SIDES 
FONMIN SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THE POINT BUT HE CONVINCED US VETO 
ON ISSUE ON BEIRUT RAID BOUND TO BRING ABOUT ANOTHER DANGEROUS 
SETBACK FOR US THROUGHOUT ARAB WORLD. STOLTZFUS 
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